CHAPTER  XIX

.     THE  CATASTROPHE

THE events of February were a great shock. The
routine of Oxford had been broken as it had never
been broken by the fiercest strifes before. Condemna-
tions had been before passed on opinions, and even
on persons. But to see an eminent man, of blameless
life, a fellow of one of the first among the Colleges,
solemnly deprived of his degree and all that the
degree carried with it, and that on a charge in which
bad faith and treachery were combined with alleged
heresy, was a novel experience, where the kindnesses
of daily companionship and social intercourse still
asserted themselves as paramount to official ideas
of position. And when, besides this, people realised
what more had been attempted, and by how narrow a
chance a still heavier blow had been averted from one
towards whom so many hearts warmed, how narrowly
a yoke had been escaped which would have seemed to
subject all religious thought in the University to the
caprice or the blind zeal of a partisan official, the sense
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